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Dear Judge Keller: 

57-A JUVENILES 

In Re State In Interest of Curley, 287 So. 2d 558; In re State in Interest 
of Taylor255 So.2d 361’ La. Ch. C. Art. 808; La. Ch. C. Art. 882 

A fee required in cases of criminal defendants does not apply to 
adjudications of delinquency and should not be imposed in such 
cases. 

Our office has received your request for an opinion concerning whether juvenile courts 
are required to impose a fee in delinquency adjudications in addition to criminal 
convictions. 

A juvenile proceeding is neither criminal nor civil, but sui generis. In Re State In Interest 
of Curley, 287 So. 2d 558, La. App. 1 Cir. 1974. Furthermore, juvenile proceedings are 
not criminal proceedings and do not involve convictions, but adjudications of 
delinquency. In re State in Interest of Taylor255 So.2d 361 La.App. 1 Cir., 1971. 

Since the fee in question is to apply to criminal defendants, and juvenile offenders are 
not considered criminal defendants, the law imposing the fee would not seem to apply 
to adjudications of delinquency. Furthermore, since the purpose of the fee is to pay 
jurors, and under Louisiana Children’s Code articles 808 and 882, there is no right to 
trial by jury in juvenile cases, there would be no purpose behind imposing the fee in 
matters of juvenile adjudications of delinquency. 

Therefore, we are of the opinion that the fee should not be imposed in matters of 
adjudications of delinquency. 

Very truly yours, 

BY: 
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