
 

 

 

 

 

April 20, 2005 
     OPINION 05-0155 
 
 
 
Mr. David Doughty 
Assistant District Attorney 
Fifth Judicial District 
P. O. Box 857 
Rayville, LA  71269 
 
You ask this office to advise you whether there is a residency requirement for the 
appointment of a physician to Richland Parish Hospital Service District 1-B.   We 
respond in the affirmative. 
 
A hospital service district is a creation of the police jury.  See R.S. 46:1051.1 
Further, R.S. 46:1053(A) sets forth qualifications applicable to hospital service 
district commissioners and provides: 
 

A. Any hospital service district formed or created under the 
provisions of this Chapter shall be governed by a board of five 
commissioners, hereafter referred to as commission, who shall 
be qualified voters and residents of the district. The 
commission shall be appointed by the police jury of the parish. Two 
of the first commissioners so appointed shall serve for two years, 
two for four years and one for six years. (Emphasis added). 

 

The general provision quoted above is applicable to all hospital service district 
boards and requires that the commissioners appointed shall be qualified voters 
and residents of the district.  This is true notwithstanding provisions in the law 
which change the number of commissioners for a particular hospital service 

                                                 
1
 R.S. 46:1051 states, in pertinent part: 

§ 1051. Authority to create and alter the boundaries of districts 
 A. The police juries of parishes are authorized and empowered, upon their own initiative, to form and create 
one or more hospital service districts within the respective parishes, or with agreement among police juries 
concerned, to combine two or more parishes into a single hospital service district with such names as the 
police juries may designate, and, in so doing, police juries may create hospital service districts whose 
boundaries overlap those of other hospital service districts. 
B. The police juries are further authorized and empowered, upon their own initiative, to alter the boundaries 
of any hospital service district, provided that no such boundary change shall cause an impairment of the 
obligations of any contract of the hospital service district. 
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district, including Richland Hospital Service District No. 1-B.2  Therefore, Dr. 
Craig Folse must be a qualified voter and a resident of the district in order to be a 
qualified commissioner. 
 
We hope the foregoing is helpful to you.  Should you have other questions in 
which we may provide assistance, please contact this office. 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
      CHARLES C. FOTI, JR. 
      ATTORNEY GENERAL   
            
            
        BY:______________________________  
      KERRY L. KILPATRICK 
      ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
KLK:ams 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2
 R.S. 46:1053(F) governs the Richard Parish Hospital Service District and provides: 

F. In the parish of Richland, the Richland Parish Hospital Service District, within which is situated the 
Richland Parish Hospital, shall be governed by a board of commissioners composed of seven members. 
These two additional members shall be medical doctors. One of the first additional commissioners so 
appointed shall serve for two years, and one for four years; thereafter, their terms shall be as provided in 
Subsection C of this Section. The Richland Parish Hospital Service District Number 1-B, within which is 
situated the Richardson Medical Center in Rayville, shall be governed by a board of commissioners 
consisting of six members. One of the members shall be a physician selected by the staff of the Richardson 
Medical Center. Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, the parish governing authority of 
Richland Parish may permit a per diem to each member of the board of commissioners of the Richland 
Parish Hospital Service District in an amount of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars 
for each day of his attendance at meetings of the commission, not to exceed twenty-four meetings per year 
payable out of the funds of the hospital service district. 
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